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President’s Ponderings

“Not en
people do good
things these
days- doing bad
things seems ta
be the fun thing

to do

“I had a call
Jrom the
delighted

Director of

DIKtotell

me that

Richard had

Jjust delivered

IN PERSON

the cheque”

What a good night we had at East Malvern RSL for our PP night. For me the venue had special
efﬁﬂ because | have had many good times there in the past with our Charter President, lan
arnies, when we were both active in the Victorian Chemist Bowls Club. The way we celebrate

with our Past Presidents is quite unique among all the Rotary Clubs | know, and to have 16 of

them there was really special.

I have been busy helping plan the Combined Boroondara Rotary meeting for Oct 21, with Peter
Allen, Don Fotheringham & Richard Gray . It is very pleasing to see the degree of support
which is growing among other clubs.

Next week we will be hearing from three of our members who have just returned from overseas
holidays - Fabienne Nichola who revisited her birthplace in Mauritius, Geoff Day who spent
some time in France and other delightful places and Patrick Cunniffe who has also just returned
from overseas.

I was saddened to see some figures from our National Membership committee which showed a
slow decline in our overall membership for the last 5 years. In my private ponderings | have
come to the conclusion that not enough people want to do good things these days - doing bad
things seems to be the fun thing to do. I guess | have done my share of bad things as well , but I
really believe that doing good things brings me more good feelings and brings me in contact
with more good people.

Pretty simple, really.

Our website keeps bringing us in contact with people who are looking for something better in
their life, let's keep them interested by offering them more good feelings through our service
projects and Fellowship.

My dear Margaret hasn't been feeling good lately - she had an abscess burst in her ear which has
not cleared yet and may need specialist attention. She usually has quite acute hearing and hates
it when I turn the TV volume up - now the boot is on the other foot !.

Wish me luck next week - I have offered to take our 3 youngest grandchildren to the Show !

President Neil

How’s This For Service?

At the meeting before last I asked the Board to expedite a donation we
had promised the Overseas Aid arm of Rotary as they were in dire need.

The day after the meeting I had a call from the delighted director of D I
K, Bill Dagg, to tell me that Richard O’Brien had just delivered IN
PERSON our cheque for $5,000.

Well done, Richard.
President Neil

Bulletin Publication

The editor is on a break for 6 weeks from 3rd September to 17th October
2008.

Cameron King has again agreed to be Editor during this period, all
articles to be sent to him on cameron.king@inherentrisks.net.au

Mike Pavey
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D9800 Donations inh Kind (D.l.K.)

request the company of

Members of the Rotary Club of Camberwell

at the informal opening and tour of our NEW D.LK store,
on Sat 4™ Oct 2008.1030am for 11am.

by ROTARY 9800 District Governor Jim & Carol STUDEBAKER.

The opening and tour at 11am will be completed by 1130am and
those who can remain are invited to a BBQ (byo food/drinks.)

Dress:-Informal. Ample parking. Same location as old store.

ROTARY Club representatives are requested to wear name badges, bring your
Club bannerette & any brochures promoting YOUR Club projects,
local or International, for permanentdisplay @ D.LK.

D9300 D.LK operates every Tues & Thurs, 48 weeks ayear & is one of a few
ROTARY permanent locations, with visitors averaging 50 per week.
A very good place to promote YOUR Club projects.

D3200 DIK has shipped, with your support, 237 Containers of requested goods to
8 countries, with a conservative value of A$13M, since Jan 2001.
Club storage is available.
LOCATION:-
Rear of woolshed 40 @ 400 Sommerville Bd West Footscray. Melway 41.E. 7
Between Paramount & Geelong Rds. EnterGate Noi. Lostlring Bill Dagg on 0425741045,
RSVP. Tel-{leave msg machine) 33185313, OR Mobile 0425741045
OR Email — bdagoi@tpg.com.au
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PAST PRESIDENTS NIGHT TO REMEMBER

Don Fotheringham

The tranquility of the parklands surrounding the East Malvern RSL was shattered last Wednesday evening as
Camberwell Rotary celebrated its Past President’s.

About 80 were in attendance to thank PP Peter Matthews and Jenifer for the year just past, as well as
acknowledging the service given by all those PP’s who have led the Club in its first 52 years. By all accounts the
members, partners and guests who were there left well pleased that they had done so in fine style.

(The preponderance of “P”’s throughout these jottings is entirely intentional)

**kx

Chairman and PP Jon Oppy explained the tradition of the PP night and where it sits in the Club history and
detailed some of the comings and goings, gongs awarded, events and major projects from the years of those PP’s
present.

These included the proceeds from our first Art Show under PP Les Brown (of 350 pounds), the formation of
Balwyn Rotary Club when Harry Heath was President in 1971-72, and the chartering of Balwyn under Ken
Heyes the next year when the surplus from the Art Show was $14,500. The only blemish on Ken’s Presidency
appears to have been his choice of Sergeant.

Tom MacLean presided in 1981/82, the Silver Anniversary of the club, and with Harry Heath as Art Show
Director, the proceeds from the Art Show had burgeoned to $40.000.

In 1984-85, under Frank Leigh, the Club decided to contribute $150,000 over three years to the Uniting Church’s
Canterbury Centre. Richard Gray wore the Presidential Chain in 1987-88 and with John Steven directing the Art
Show a cheque for $55,00 was handed to the club.

PP Jon modestly glossed over his year (1989-90), but this was when it was decided that Chatham Lea Hostel
would be the beneficiary of a $150,000 donation from the Club. Art Show proceeds reached a record level.
Despite this, Jon’s year is probably best remembered for his appointment of Geoff Heath as Sergeant whose
performance in that role is still spoken of in hushed tones.

The following year, President Malcolm Munro was able to hand over “The Cheque” to Chatham Lea, induct
Peter Anderson and Peter Allen, and despite an exodus of others, (unrelated to the two inductees), presided over
a healthy membership of 79 at year’s end. The PP’s presentation made to Malcolm still excites comment.

PP Michael Blood (1995-96) attracted some outstanding new members into the venerable institution, approaching
its fortieth year, and oversaw many worthwhile projects, including support for Food Bank and a student exchange.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.

“By all
accounts the
members,
partners
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who were
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had done so
in fine style”
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PAST PRESIDENTS NIGHT TO REMEMBER
CONTINUED FROM OVERLEAF

The Art Show had its best result for five years.

Our prolific PP pronouncer, John Phillips, PP in 1997-98, presided professionally, producing prodigious profits
from the Art Show. Unfortunately, his Sergeant-at-Arms was pathetically puerile, sparking rumours of a Geoff
Heath comeback.

Geoff, however, was poised for the Presidency the next year. Under his stewardship alcohol was introduced at
weekly meetings for a trial period and we admitted our first female member. Two memorable achievements from
an outstanding year, which saw a large contingent attend the District Conference in Adelaide and Art Show
proceeds climb to new heights under Show Director Richard Gray.

Bern Connell “Sowed the Seeds of Love” both figuratively an literally in 2002-03, when Richard stepped down
after 10 years as Art Show Chairman, having guided the Show to one of its best ever results. The “Business of
Winning” Lunch raised $12,700 for Multiple Myeloma

The following year, Ron Lear assumed the Presidency of the Club and Don Jago became our first District
Governor. We successfully ran the District Conference in Adelaide, contributed significantly to Foodbank’s Rice
Project and ran another successful Art Show and BoW luncheon benefitting of Multiple Myeloma.

When Gary Goldsmith donned the chains in July 2004, Rotary celebrated 100years and Camberwell went from
strength to strength with significant contributions to many community groups, including the provision of a mobile
soup kitchen to St. Vinnies.

Under Gary’s stylish leadership the Art Show Fashion Parade was a notable success.

Peter Pratt became a Past President’s presenters’ dream-come-true with the prospect of being able to use multiple
PP’s ad-nauseum in presenting to Past President Peter P. at his PP night. On November 1% 2006 the Club
celebrated its 50" Anniversary, with Peter presiding. A very memorable occasion in a memorable year.

*k*k

Chairman Jon then asked PP John Phillips to present a tribute to immediate Past President Peter Matthews a
transcript of which appears elsewhere in the Bulletin.

John delivered a characteristically witty address revealing the real Peter Matthews and acknowledged an
outstanding Presidential year.

Jenny was thanked for he contribution and support of Peter and was presented with a gift as a token of appreciation
by Kay Connell

Thanks are particularly due to Bern Connell for putting together a superb video presentation featuring our Past
Presidents and the Rotary International themes from their year. A true highlight of a night of many highlights.
Thank you Bern.
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“Unfortunately
his Sergeant At
Arms was
pathetically
puerile,
sparking
rumours of a
Geoff Heath
comeback”

MOIRA SHIRE - CHRISTMAS IN JULY
A Boroondara Cares Supported Project

event was supported by the Boroondara Cares Committee and was attended by several Rotarians from
Boroondara based Rotary Clubs, including “Santa’s Little Helper” above. Peter Allen
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TRIBUTE TO PP PETER MATTHEWS
John Phillips

Welcome all members to this evening which is a special & largely unique event to our club. The format & tradition
of this function go back to the early days & it holds a special meaning to many of us.

While we are here to particularly recognize & celebrate the year of PP Peter Matthews, it is also a night to
acknowledge all PP’s over the last 53 years & the contribution they have made to the very significant history,
service & reputation of the Rotary Club of Camberwell.

Tonight we break with a longstanding practice of conducting this celebration among members only by sharing it
with our partners. The presentation to the PP has been perennially provided by a parodist who had prepared a
pellucid pasquinade that portrays the petty peccadilloes of the personable personality being popularised.

I also welcome our partners, the powers behind the Presidents, whether they be our preened & powdered playmates
or the passionate paters of our offspring.

At this time in proceedings that the pace picks up & it is not without a pang of prudency, but also with pleasure
that | pontificate on the plethora of pastimes & passions pursued by PP Peter Matthews.

Although we now proudly claim Peter as a Victorian, he is really a New South Welshman, having been born in
Albury and spending about 13 years in that state. He went to primary school at Wollongong & lived just around the
corner from where I lived in Corrimal Street near the north ‘gong beach. It was here his love for & ability in water
sports was nurtured, particularly body surfing at which he excelled. I am not sure whether it was here or a little
later in life, but you may be surprised to hear that our PP in his youth was a little of what today may be known as
childhood obese. He probably wants to kill me for this, but my spies from Wollongong recollect Peter may have
been known in those days as “Ten Ton Tassie”! For this reason he was always an automatic selection as goalie for

the soccer team as “he was difficult to fit a ball past”!

The family moved to Cootamundra but the spirit of ‘Coota (Don Bradman) did not move him as much at this stage
as fishing, where no redfin in the stock dam was safe. He also built his first boat here — a corrugated iron tub sealed

with pitch — no state championships yet, but wait.

Around 1958 the Matthews moved down here to Melbourne where Peter finished his secondary education at uni
high. It was here that he did play cricket, | think for Trinity/Presbyterian in the South Eastern suburbs comp. By
this time he had lost much of his youthful corpulence (with all this sport who would be surprised) & developed into
a reasonable fast bowler.

Peter’s love of water sports & particularly sailing developed about this time & he began sailing hornets (a 2 man
centreboard boat) out of Altona Yacht Squadron and then Royal Melbourne. Now many of you may not be aware
of the fierce competitiveness that beats beneath that quiet unassuming persona, but again my spies tell that he had
now earned another nickname — Capt Bligh no less! The reason for this is that if Peter was in a race & his crewman
on the trapeze haPPened to fall overboard, Peter would not risk losing his place in the fleet, but would sail on as
best he could, leaving his hapless crewman to be hopefully picked up in due course by the rescue boat. Peter’s
modesty & lack of big noting would preclude him from blowing his own bags, but | will. This competitiveness &
proficiency in boats won him no less than 4 state championship titles between 1974 and 1980 — what an

accomplishment!

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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TRIBUTE TO PP PETER MATTHEWS
CONTINUED FROM OVERLEAF

As he has gracefully aged, his sporting pursuits have become a little more subdued in nature, and lawn bowls is
now his keen activity. Again his enthusiasm & involvement is demonstrated by him becoming a registered umpire
in that sport. He spends enough time at Kew Heights to qualify for Marg Hookey’s BBC squad — the B*****
Bowling Club.

Professionally he joined the Victorian Public Service and worked in the Registrar General & Titles Office for 40
years. His reputation & experience here was so respected & acknowledged, that when he retired he was recalled to

help implement a new system.

Peter has many interests, many touched on before, another being astronomy. A lass by the name of Jeni Roberts
certainly put stars in his eyes, because he wooed her & they married in January 1983. They have 2 lovely
daughters, Kathryn & Sarah, who reflect all the qualities of their parents — intelligence, respect, good manners &

honesty among others.

Peter has for a long time demonstrated his compassion for the community, having been made a life member of
Apex, where he served among other things as Secretary of the Apex Foundation for some years. He was inducted
into RCC in 1982 and was awarded a Peter Harris Fellowship in 2002/03.

With such a life story & CV, it is no surprise that Peter led our club so successfully in 2007/08 with quiet
distinction, firmness & authority and good humour. Peter you stand shoulder to shoulder and head high with all

the other fine presidents who served before you. Congratulations to you & Jeni.

Thank you for pondering the picture i’ve painted of the performance of our immediate Past President, Peter
Matthews. | apologise for such prolixity, but now ask you to prime your pumps & pound your protuberances, &

welcome to the podium PP PM.

I now have great pleasure in presenting this pictorial potpourri of Peter’s pastimes & peccadilloes as a permanent
reminder of his year as President of Rotary Club of Camberwell, & in so doing acknowledge the work of Bern

Connell in preparing it.

“His reputation
and experience
here was so
respected and
acknowledged,
that when he
retired he was
recalled to help
implement a
new system”

COMMUNITY SERVICE "HANDS ON" PROJECT MANPOWER SCHEDULE

PROJECT TIMING No. Req'c ACTIVITY
Blood Donations 2/3 October 2008 Unlimited Attend Blood Bank & donate 3-monthly.
Portsea Camp 10 - 12 October 2008  Unlimited Various DIY skills
ORYGEN survey on Now & for next 7  Unlimited Participate in online survey
materials effectiveness months
Boroondara Cares Ongoing Unlimited
Numurkha Music Festival 17-19 October 2008  Unlimited Attend
‘Know Your Numbers” 21-30 October 2008 4 Conduct a blood pressure measuremnt
blood pressure measurement session at a local pharmacy
program
Camp Getaway TBA Unlimited Various DIY skills
BOW 2008 28 November 2008  Unlimited Organise a table
Homeless World Cup 30 Nov to 7 Dec 2008 Unlimited Various - marshalls, admin, transport,
catering, interpreting etc.
Clean Up Australia Day 29 February 2009 Unlimited Collect litter at a nominated location
Red Cross Calling 1 March 2009 Unlimited Door to door collection
Salvos Red Shield Appeal 18 May 2009 Unlimited Door to door collection

Promote Organ Donor Ongoing Unlimited Enrol & prompote amongst

“Hand’s On
Project
Schedule”
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Last
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PO Box 178
Canterbury 3126

Web Page:
www.camberwellrotary.org.au

President:

Neil Hookey

(H) 9882 2648

(E): nmhooks@bigpond.com

Secretary:

Ron Lear

(H) 9882 8539

(M): 0417 544 316

(E): ronlear@bigpond.net.au

Treasurer:

Frank Leigh

(H) 9889 7742

(M): 0408 876 001

(E): frankleigh@bigpond.com

Temporary Bulletin Editor:
Cameron King

Email
cameron.king@inherentrisks.net.au

Guests: Various

Visiting Rotarians: Various

White.

Make Ups: N/A

Welcome Back: Fabienne Nichola, Geoff Day, Patrick Cunniffe.

Please not a full list of the guests etc. from the Past Presidents
Night will be published in next weeks edition of the Bulletin.

Apologies: David A Baker, Ray Cox, Dennis Coleman,
Greg Cuthbert, Patrick Cunniffe, Murray Dance, lan
Feder, Floyd Gomes, Nathalie Gomes, Mark Hassad, Bob
Heinemann, Don Jago, Tim Landsberg, Aub McLaren,
Don McRae, Albert Maxwell, John Maxwell, Michael
Mullins, Jim O’Hara, Joseph Orlando, Mike Pavey,
Darren Saunderson, John Steven, Richard Stewart, Luke

District Governor:

Jim Studebaker

R.C. of North Balwyn

(E): dog@rotarydistrict9800.0rg

ADG: Keith Ryall
kfryall@alphalink.com.au

Quote Of The Week

nBoys will be boys, and so will a lot of
middle-aged meno

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Etc.

Birthdays
e Chris Carra

Wedding Anniversaries
Dennis Coleman & Anita
Patrick & Val Cunniffe

Club Anniversaries
Mark Hassed

14th September
e Gabriella Gnoato 14th September
o Fabienne Nichola 16th September

15th Sept.
11th Sept.

14th September

Almoners Report

Unfortunately Marg
Hookey was not able to
attend the Past Presidents
Night and has had to lay
low due to an inner ear

22Y'rs infection. We all hope
38 Yrs that she is feeling better
soon.
6 Years

Directory Changes
None

Visit Our Website

The site
www.camberwellrotary.org.au
Or our new Membership Site
WWW.Serviceisus.com.au
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